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One of the key themes of prophecy is the progression of human government and its eventual replacement with 

the government of Jesus Christ over the whole earth. While this theme is woven into many parts of the Old 

Testament, nowhere is it so clearly revealed as in the book of Daniel. Daniel received a series of visions from 

God that are perhaps the greatest treasure trove on the subject of any book in the bible except Revelation 

itself. Primarily the book of Daniel deals with four great empires that each had power over the Holy Land, and 

that collectively form the spiritual, cultural and governmental foundations of modern western civilization. 
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1. The word translated weeks literally just means �seven s� 

2. It is well worth reading Josephus�s account of the wars of the Jews to understand in much fuller detail what 
occurred at this time. 

3. Whatever your view of the timing of the rapture, there will at the very least be gentiles saved during the 
tribulation. That gentiles come out of the tribulation we know from Revelation 7, verses 9, 13,14 collectively. 
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- Chapter Notes - 

1. There are many organizations already working towards the rebuilding of a temple in Jerusalem. Google 

�rebuilding the temple� for more info on this. 

2. On the theory that the beast is something along the lines of the collective western powers it seemed odd 

that Libya would voluntarily acquiesce in some way. Odd that is until it was announced on 17 May 2006 that 

Colonel Moammar al-Ghadafi had been welcomed back into diplomatic relations by Washington after 

agreeing to abandon his WMD program, work through internal reform of his government and support 

�democratization’ of the middle east.  

3. While �he� by Dan 11:45 is definitely the Antichrist, it is possible that earlier figures may be those leading 

up to Antichrist. Remember that the bible says there are many Antichrists�, nevertheless there is also a final 

Antichrist who is a complete expression of the type. 
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1. This is extremely important to keep firmly in mind because in many Christian circles people are now being 

taught to wait for a man who will come and live among us (in the naturalistic sense). 

2. We tend to think of stars as being suns and planets, however from a prophetic perspective stars may refer to 

any similar looking lights in the sky. Just as we talk about ’shooting stars’ or ’falling stars’, stars in this context 

may be speaking of meteors plummeting to the earth. 

3. It is perhaps not commonly understood that Revelation six is a summary of most of the tribulation � 

Revelation as a book is not entirely consecutive. 

4. Read Joel chapter two about the day of the Lord. 
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1. In Revelation 5:6 the lamb is described as having seven eyes, which are �the seven spirits of God sent out 

into all the earth’ . Revelation 3:1 and 4:5 also refer to the seven spirits of God.  

2. See Isaiah 63:1-6 & Revelation 19:11-21. 
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Revelation thirteen is such a clear narrative that it lends itself to a form of paraphrasing; substituting the best 

understanding we have of the various imagery into the text and adding some elaboration drawn from other 

texts. 
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1. In Rev 17:12 it says they receive power as kings one hour with the beast. 
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2. Either a man completely indwelt by Satan or even Satan himself in a bodily form. 

3. The false prophet may be someone with great, perceived, spiritual authority on the earth such as the Pope? 

4. Speculatively, the antichrist may also use high technology �miracles� as part of his deception.  

5. It seems likely from other passages that this idol will be placed in the Jewish temple. 

�
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Zechariah tells us that in the dark days immediately prior to the return of the Lord, all the surrounding nations 

will lay siege against Judah and Jerusalem. He goes on to reveal that at this time of terrible national peril God 

will pour out on the inhabitants of Jerusalem �the spirit o f supplication and of Grace�, bringing about national 

repentance and with it national restoration. Yet while this chapter should in many ways be straight forward, it 

has suffered from mistaken interpretation, and also presents at least one notable mystery to be solved. 
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Pre-millennialists believe that there will be a literal 1000yr millennial rein starting from the time of Christ�s 

return and preceded by a time of tribulation. Within pre-millennial circles there is however considerable 

debate about the timing of what is typically referred to as �the rapture�. The rapture is the time most clearly  

spoken about by II Thessalonians 4 and I Cor 15:51-53 where believers still alive on the earth will be caught 

up to the Lord at his return. The three main views are called pre-trib, mid-trib and post-trib. In other words, 

they denote whether this catching up to be with the Lord occurs before the tribulation, during it or at the end 

of it at Christ�s second coming to the Earth. Is it all just too confusing, or is one answer clearly correct? 
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1. E.g. Revelation chapter 6 appears to be an overview right up to immediately before the return of the Lord, 

Rev 11 goes right through to about the same point and Rev 12 starts before the birth of Christ. 
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1. They are seen as resurrected at that time from an early perspective in that those who had died appear and 
are alive again on the earth) 
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1. Daniel 7:19. Also see APPENDIX 2 on Conspiracy Theories. 




